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How it  a l l  began

I n  the b eginning there was great  love.

  

M a r e s  a n d  f o a l s  i n  t h e  C z e c h  N a t i o n a l  S t u d  K l a d r u b y  n a d  L a b e m . 

Horses fascinate and inspire us through their 

beauty,  elegance and character.  They fire our 

imagination,  symbolise freedom, strength and 

power.  They are ambassadors,  bridge-builders 

and connect people across borders and genera-

tions.

‘ W h e n e v e r  m a n k i n d  h a s  m a d e  a  g r e a t  c o n q u e s t , 
i t  i s  b e c a u s e  h e  h a s  m a d e  a  f r i e n d  o f  t h e  h o r s e . ’

G e o r g e s - L o u i s  L e c l e r c ,  C o m t e  d e  B u f f o n  ( 1 7 0 7  –  1 7 8 8 )



Love became cur ios i t y

…curiosit y  b ec ame research

and research b ec ame k nowledge.

With Exhibit ions on Tour we would 

l ike to  share our  k nowledge 

and our  passion.

  

Until  a  few decades ago the hoof-beat of  the 

horse set  the rhythms of  agriculture,  transport, 

Courtly splendour,  war and peace.  Today,  most 

people are not even aware of  the distinguished 

role horses used to play and accordingly they are 

not familiar  with the cultural  significance of  the 

different breeds,  their  breeding places and the 

numerous evidences of  the human-horse-

relationship from prehistoric t imes onwards.

We want to change this!

M a r e s  a n d  f o a l s  a t  t h e  M a r b a c h  S t u d  F o u n t a i n . 
L u d w i g  G u s t a v  V o l t z ,  a r o u n d  1 8 6 0



Walk ,  t rot ,  gal lop…

We pull  to gether

  

We are able to offer permanent,  changing and 

travel l ing exhibitions.  From first  idea to content 

and design,  up to logistics,  realisation on site and 

communication design,  we offer complete service 

in one hand.  We provide different display systems 

for small  and large solutions.  Furthermore,  we 

have a pool  of  objects to be used depending on 

the focus of  the exhibition in question. 

E i g h t - i n - h a n d  a t  t h e  C z e c h  N a t i o n a l  S t u d ,  K l a d r u b y  n a d  L a b e m . 

Horses & Heritage
Alexandra Lotz

Master  of  Ar ts 
in  Wor ld  Her i tage Management

Master  of  Sc ience 
in  Bui ld ing and Conser vat ion

Dipl .  I ng.  I nter ior  Architec t
… dedicated horsewomen

Museum on tour
Jürgen Hagenkötter

Draught  Horse Museum Direc tor

Exhibit ion Curator

Tex tbook and scr ipt  author

Alexandra Lotz  has  been resear-
ching European stud culture  for 
many years.  She has  establ ished a 
net work of  European State  Studs 
and can look back on organis ing 
numerous events  whose purpose 
was  to  i l luminate and celebrate 
horse  her i tage.  She captures  her 
exper iences  with her  camera. 
She is  in  demand as  a  lec turer, 
publ ishes  on regular  bas is  and 
has  consulted on the successful 
Wor ld  Her i tage nominat ion of  the 
Czech Nat ional  Stud,  K ladruby nad 
Labem.  As  a  pass ionate r ider  she 
feels  at  home in  di f ferent  saddles, 
and cuts  a  good f igure  as  a  groom 
in  carr iage dr iv ing. 

Jürgen Hagenkötter ’s  specia l 
interests  are  the documen-
tat ion and display  of  the 
development  of  horse - drawn 
mobi l i t y  in  the contex t  of 
industr y,  business,  commu-
nicat ion (mai l )  and mi l i tar y 
–  largely  in  the t ime -frame of 
industr ia l isat ion.  Apar t  f rom 
exhibit ions  designed for  h is 
own museum,  he curates  and 
real ises  specia l  exhibit ions 
for  museums of  industr y 
and transpor t  and develops 
presentat ion concepts  for  a 
var iet y  of  col lec t ions,  inter-
nat ional ly. 



What moves  us.

Architec ture and cultural 

landsc ap es for  horses

I n  t h e  R o y a l  M e w s  o f  D e n m a r k  a t  C h r i s t i a n s b o r g  P a l a c e ,  C o p e n h a g e n 

In larger traditional  studs,  cultural  landscapes shaped 

by many generations of  horses and people bear 

witness to centuries of  co -habitation of  horses and 

humans.  Their  architecture is  characterized by a 

strong emphasis  on functionality while,  at  the same 

time,  those who established the studs gave them 

an equal ly high cultural  character.  The larger studs 

document a special  way of  l i fe,  characterized by 

the intensive cohabitation of  humans and animals. 

A significant portion of  their  heritage value l ies  in 

their  continuity and use.  Furthermore,  we celebrate 

and work with simple vernacular stables in rural 

areas and ingeniously devised horse accommodation 

in restricted urban conditions as wel l  as  with the 

magnificence of  mews and studs appertaining to 

noble and Royal  households where the horses were 

housed as magnificently as their  owners.  A feast  is 

there for lovers of  horses and architecture!



M a r e s  a n d  f o a l s  i n  t h e  P o r t u g u e s e  N a t i o n a l  S t u d ,  A l t e r  d o  C h ã o

The heritage of horse-breeding institutions is 

diverse and multi-layered. It  encompasses 

ensembles of historic buildings and the cultu-

ral  landscapes which surround them as well  as 

knowledge of breeding and training horses and 

the way of l ife determined by the daily routi-

nes of the stud. Last but not least,  the horses 

themselves can be regarded as ‘ l iving heritage’ . 

The breeds of today have been developed over 

centuries to match the pattern of human needs. 

Therefore,  they mirror by type and abilities the 

demands of people at different periods of time. 

What moves  us.

Studs and breeds



What moves  us.

Classic al  R iding

I n  t h e  R i d i n g  A c a d e m y  o f  W i l l i a m  C a v e n d i s h  a t  B o l s o v e r  C a s t l e

‘ W e  s h o u l d  b e  c o n c e r n e d  n o t  t o  d i s t u r b  t h e  h o r s e  a n d  t o  m a i n t a i n  i t s 
n a t u r a l  g r a c e .  B e c a u s e  i t  r e s e m b l e s  t h e  f l o r a l  s c e n t  o f  t h e  f r u i t ,  w h i c h  n e v e r 

r e t u r n s  o n c e  i t  h a s  f a d e d . ’

A n t o i n e  d e  P l u v i n e l  ( 1 5 5 2 - 1 6 2 0 ) ,  R i d i n g  I n s t r u c t o r  o f  L o u i s  X I I I  o f  F r a n c e

Knowledge of  the physical  and mental  wel l-

being and needs of  the horse is  the basis  for 

equestrian training in the sense of  classic riding 

culture.  This was developed and refined over 

many centuries at  the European riding acade-

mies and in the riding schools of  the noble and 

royal  Courts with the aim of achieving harmo -

ny between people and horses.  Training in the 

saddle was part  of  the educational  programme 

of heirs  to the throne until  the 20th century.  A 

person who had the skil l  to control  a  horse was 

clearly also a person capable of  leading entire 

peoples and even great empires.



F o u r - i n - h a n d  w i t h  K l a d r u b i a n  s t a l l i o n s  a t  S c h l o s s h o f

The art  of  carriage driving was a question of  a 

high level  of  breeding and skil l  before mankind 

switched from the carriage to the means of 

transport of  our day.  Our ancestors documen-

ted their  wealth and social  status with a stylish 

equipage,  consisting of  a  carriage appropriate 

for the occasion,  along with matching horses, 

harnesses and appropriately dressed staff.  The 

coach-builders out performed one another in 

the technical  development and in the detailed 

equipment of  the vehicles they manufactured. 

While in south- eastern Europe the Hungarian 

style of  driving was evolved,  Benno von Achen-

bach developed the driving system named after 

him in his  function as head of  the Berlin imperi-

al  mews under Kaiser Wilhelm II  aiming at  the 

greatest  possible safety and practicality with 

maximum protection of  the horses.

What moves  us.

Tradit ional  c arriage driving‘ I n  L i f e ,  h o p e  r u n s  w i t h  s i x  h o r s e s , 
e x p e c t a t i o n  w i t h  t w o  h o r s e s  a n d  r e a l i t y  w i t h  a  s i n g l e  h o r s e . ’

 L o u i s e  B e r t r a m



What moves  us.

Horse -related professions and vo c ations

In accordance with the social  role of  the horse, 

hippology and veterinary medicine once enjoyed 

the highest social  recognition.  Professions 

such as farrier,  coach-builder,  wheelwrighter or 

saddler were as omnipresent as horses.  With 

their  disappearance from the streets and from 

the fields,  there was also the dismantling of 

businesses and jobs associated with the use of 

the horse.  Many of  today‘s  car-workshops have 

emerged from forges.  Farriers,  saddlers and a 

small  number of  coach-builders and restoration 

workshops are sti l l  operating for sports and 

leisure riders and drivers.  Their  knowledge and 

craftsmanship are sti l l  highly valued and deserve 

recognition as intangible cultural  heritage.

I n  t h e  s m i t h y  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  N a t i o n a l  S t u d ,  S a i n t  L ô . 



Business  and industr y  were enabled to  become mobi le

When horsep owers  were st i l l 

p ower ful  horses

According to popular belief,  the era of  horse-

driven mobil ity ended with the use of  steam 

locomotives.  Quite the opposite was the case. 

While the rai lroad developed for long distance 

transportation,  horses took over the entire 

inner-city and company-internal mobility.  Hund-

reds of  thousands of  draught horses performed 

their  service in urban spaces.  Without this 

potential  the industrial ization phase would have 

been significantly delayed.  This applies especi-

al ly for heavy loads.  There was no alternative to 

heavy horses.

E n g l i s h  r a i l w a y  h o r s e  a t  N e w m a r k e t ,  1 9 6 3 



H igh on the mai l - coach

Here go es the mail

Postal  deliveries by mail- coach or rider were 

clearly better than their  reputation.  We can read 

in the notes of  the ‘complaint books’ ,  that were 

placed at  every post station,  about the most 

adventurous incidents.  On closer examination, 

most of  those incidents can be put into perspec-

tive quickly.  Male and female (during the war) 

posti l l ions and horses have moved mil l ions of 

passengers and goods on time every year.  And on 

streets that were not constructed according to 

modern standards of  smoothness.

F e m a l e  m a i l - d r i v e r s ,  c e n t r a l  p o s t  o f f i c e ,  B e r l i n  1 9 1 7



I nter- dependabi l i t y  of  horses  and men 

in  dangerous occupat ion

Horses in  the mining industr y

Underground mining is  in a  world of  its  own. Safety, 

caution and prudence are paramount.  Rely on the 

col league is  law -  whether he has two or four legs. 

The sl ightest  mistake can lead to disaster.  Horses 

were to be found working in the middle of  what-

ever was going on.  Around 1910 there were about 

8,000 horses working underground in the Prussian 

Oberbergamt districts  alone.  Many of  them stayed 

in the mountain for several  years.  Meanwhile,  the 

conveyor l ines were too long to bring the animals 

regularly to daylight.  Instead,  they l ived underground 

in their  stables at  their  working levels.

M i n i n g  h o r s e  a n d  w o r k e r  o n  t h e  u n d e r g r o u n d  c o n v e y o r  l i n e ,  1 9 5 4



Suffer ing,  despair  and gr ief

Horses in  war

The Second World War was one of  the largest 

‘horse battles’  in history.  Taking al l  armies into 

account,  around 10 mil l ion horses participated. 

On the German side there were 2.75 mil l ion 

animals. 

Of the 400 divisions established in Germany 

only 40 were ful ly motorized – al l  others moved 

into the field partly motorized or with horses. 

They were used in the navy and the air  force as 

wel l  as  the infantry.

G e r m a n  a r m y  h o r s e s  i n  W o r l d  W a r  I I



We have a l ready inspired the 

fol lowing owners  or  inst i tut ions

Stadthauptmannshof  M ölln
One letter and 1000 horses. 
The Royal Danish Post in 
Schleswig-Holstein and Hamburg.

Draught  Horse Museum – Museum on tour
in  col laborat ion with Horses  & Her i tage 

Museum of  Transp or t  D resden
Draught  horses. 

When horsepowers  were st i l l 
power ful  horses.

Town Hall  Altona /  Hamburg
350 years  of  Altona –  The Royal 
Danish Post  achieved mobi l i t y.

G erman Museum Munich
Power ful  horses. 

Mobi l i t y  on four  legs.

Heinrich-S chliemann-Museum
Ankershagen

The never- ending stor y  of  the 
Trojan Horse.

O p en air  museum 
at  the Kiekeb erg

Draught  horses.  Cultural  h istor y 
of  real  horsepower

Museum Lüneburg
Power ful  horses  on the move.

Agroneum Alt  S chwerin
When horsepowers  were st i l l 
s t rong horses.

3 Königinnen Palais  M irow
3 queens,  300 letters  and 3000 
horses.  The histor y  of  the 
Meck lenburg Post .

UNESCO World Heritage Site 
R ammelsb erg /  G oslar
Animal  mining.  Horses, 
donkeys,  p i t  dogs in  the Har z .

P a r t  o f  t h e  e x h i b i t i o n  “ A n i m a l s  i n  m i n i n g  –  h o r s e s ,  d o n k e y s  a n d  p i t  d o g s  i n  t h e  H a r z ” , 
a t  t h e  U N E S C O  W o r l d  H e r i t a g e  S i t e  R a m m e l s b e r g ,  G o s l a r ,  G e r m a n y . 



Projec t  in  preparat ion 

From c arriage horse to World Heritage: 

The C zech National  Stud 

Kladruby nad L ab em and its  horses

The landscape for breeding and training of  cere-

monial  carriage horses at  Kladruby nad Labem is 

the first  UNES CO World Heritage Site in which 

everything turns on horses,  their  culture and 

heritage.  Rudolf  II  surely did not expect future 

glory when he established the Courtly stud in 

15 79.  He was keen to breed noble yet powerful 

carriage horses for the elaborate Court occasions, 

horses able to pul l  the heavy ceremonial  carriages 

in a  sublime manner with cadenced movements. 

It  was the time of  Baroque culture and a different 

type of  horse from today was in fashion.  Steep 

shoulders,  high necks and Roman noses are sti l l 

the trademarks of  Kladruby horses.  Today,  they 

can be found in the Royal  Mews of  Denmark and 

Sweden.  The gentle giants prove that they are not 

only able to pul l  carriages in style,  but also have 

a say in fast-paced driving sports at  tournament 

venues al l  over the world.

T e a m  o f  s t a l l i o n s  a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  c o u r t y a r d  o f  K l a d r u b y  n a d  L a b e m



So that  ever ything runs  l ike  c lock work 

Technolo gy and lo gist ics

We provide three different exhibition systems, 

with which any room situation can be designed 

individual ly and attractively.  From compact 

presentations to large-scale structures we use 

inventory-friendly,  tool-free systems with short 

assembly times.  The entire planning process, 

realization (assembly and dismantling,  logistics) 

l ie  in one unified hand and are managed profes-

sional ly and in t ime.  So that everything runs l ike 

clockwork…

E x h i b i t i o n  s y s t e m  C u l t u r e  C o r n e r



HORSES
&

HERITAGE

  A l e x a n d r a  L o t z   .  H O R S E S  &  H E R I TA G E
K a r l - L i e b k n e c h t - S t r a s s e  6 6  .  D  –  0 3 0 4 6  C o t t b u s

Te l .  + 4 9  1 7 2  9 1 8 2 9 6 2
E - m a i l :  a l e x a n d r a . l o t z @ h o r s e s - a n d - h e r i ta g e . n e t

M u s e u m  o n  t o u r  .  J ü r g e n  h a g e n k ö t t e r  e . K .
A lt e  s a l z s t r a s s e  2 9  .  D  –  2 1 4 8 3  L ü tau
Te l .  + 4 9  4 1 5 3 . 5 5 3 4 3
E - m a i l :  i n f o @ m u s e u m - o n - t o u r . d e

E x h i b i t i o n s  o n  T o u r  i s  a  c o l l a b o r a t i o n 
b e t w e e n  H o r s e s  &  H e r i t a g e  a n d  M u s e u m  o n  T o u r .


